GREY INSUL BRICK BORDEN COMPANY HOUSE
AL -V=-A-042
Brick Row, Shaft
ca. 1850

The Insul Brick Borden Company House
is a two story, three bay wide, rectangular
shaped frame structure. The house is one
of a number of '"company'" houses built by
the Borden Mining Company in the mid 19th
century. Similar to other townsg and vil-
lages in the George's Creek area, the town
of Borden Shaft was a company town. How-
ever, unlike the other villages, the actual
mine which supported growth was the only
"gshaft" mine in the George's Creek Valley.
The Borden Mining Company was incorporated
in 1846 and soon after this date began con=-

struction of houses to serve as dwellings

for the miners.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grey Insul Brick House is located at the end of Brick Row
in Shaft, Allegany County.

The Grey Insul Brick House is a two story, three bay wide frame
structure that has been covered with insul brick. The roof is gabled
with a soffit and covered with asphalt roofing material. The building
rests on a low, stone foundation. Windows in the structure are double
hung, wooden sash frames with six over six lights. The main entrance
is located on the east side and both the door and the hardware have
been replaced. It is covered by a two bay end porch with a shed roof.
A single corbeled brick chimney is located in the interior of the
building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Borden Mining Company was incorporated in 1846 1 and operated
the only shaft mine in the George's Creek area.? Like the other towns
in the George's Creek area, the town of Borden shaft was primarily a com-
pany town. That is, the majority of buildings (homes, etc.) were con-
structed by the company, although miners did have the opportunity to
build their own homes if they desired.

The Insul brick house is typical of the type of home constructed
by a coal company in the second half of the 19th century. These houses
were usually one and a half stories high with a roofed porch across the
front of the house. There were no cellars but the houses were set on low
stone foundations. The frame was constructed of timbers mortised and
tenoned together with white washed weatherboard on the exterior. Inside,
rooms were plastered and painted. Rent for such a building cost a miner
approximately $3.50 per month which amounted to a little over 12% of a
miner's income.

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners. (Ithaca, N.Y., 1969) p.l1
2 Ibid p. 221
3 1Ibid p. 82

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 17.19 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12/8/76
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
507 National Highway 777=8991
CITY OR TOWN STATE
LaVgle, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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VINGS, ADDITICHS: 4ned 0O\ rear
Dwelling Shape: (square, cross, rectangular)
WLLL CuNSTRUCTION:

(/T’FHRME: Bevel, claphozrd, weatherbosrd, wocd shingles, board & batten (tyre?)
] ] 3 O 7 A
( ) BRICK: DBond type- common, Inglish, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: Bond type- rubble, sshlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated
() oG
(7 Other: Coverings Wh3ulorict—

WALL FEATURES: BELT CCURSE, PILASTERS, CTHERS e l&; N
FTCUNDATICNS: HIGH, 1QOW, BRICK, STCNE ;
WATER T/BLE: NCNE, PLAIN, BEVELED, ECULDED BRICK

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( 9 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( )
pezged ( ) nailed(~) wide ( ) narrow (-J mitred ( ) pediment ( )

ENTR/FCE, DCORS: LOCATION: ¢ miacscl
HARDYARE: original( ) revlaced( )
FAN LIGHT, TRANSCM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards

CCRNILE, BARCE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
original( ) replaced{ ) Rafter Fnds, Modillions, Dentils, Frieze,

Architrave
RCCF:  GABLE FRONT, GURIEERAME—LTP, SHuD, LANSARD, GAMDBKEL, FLAT, TOIMERS -+
1ATERIAL:  wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalk original( ) replaced (=)
PCRCHES: SHATE OF RGOF - shed( / nip{ ) gsble( )
CHIMNEYS: THUMBER RRICK( ) STONs( ) CORBELED( ) originsl( ) replaced ( )

LOCATICH: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Cutside end{ ) Central( )} Interioer ( )

LDCHES:  Deoor and window: Keysteone, I'lat, Uegmentzl, vemicircular

CONMERNTS :
Use - mines's home—
Cignificance ~
Date Constructed - 155C'S
Condition - .Ly.v—
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